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The article addresses the problematic role of local and regional autonomies
in managing safety, with particular reference to recent national legisla-
tion concerning urban safety (from mayors’ ordinances to so-called “citi-
zen patrols”) and to the corresponding jurisprudence of the Constitutional
Court, in an attempt to identify the necessary forms of coordination among
different levels of government involved in the light of the reform of Title V
of the Constitution.
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nicipalities have approved, in recent years, “coexistence ordinances”, de-
signed to combat bebaviours that lead to deterioration in public spaces
and affect coexistence in cities. These new ordinances, which provide for
violations and penalties, have been largely welcomed by administrative
doctrine and jurisprudence. Nevertheless, this article bighlights some of
these ordinances’ main weaknesses. In particular, it focuses on their rel-
evance and raison d’étre and casts doubt on local authorities’ competence
to ban specific personal conduct.
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This article analyses some of the legislative responses in the UK that have
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Jrom the exceptional legislative measures. The legislation and litigation
illustrates the conflict with liberty that these measures bave created. The
“Anti-terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001” is considered. The A Case
(No. 1): The Belmarsh case relating to indefinite detention without trial,
and the A Case (No. 2): relating to the admissibility of evidence obtained
by torture, are both examined. “Control Orders” are briefly considered. The
Binyam Mobhamed Court of Appeal case relating to the disclosure of sensi-
tive security-related information is considered, as well as the Government’s
proposals in its Green Paper “Justice and Security” to make available in
all civil proceedings secret bearings where security-related issues are said
to arise.
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